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       Sunday Worship Services 
                  
        8AM   in Chapel 
       9AM  arise! Sanctuary 
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Lent, 2015 
 
The shelf in the little church library had three distinct groups of books 
on it.  A well-worn label under the group on the right-hand side read, 
“Literature.”  The label under the group on the left said, “Useful 
knowledge.”  The center group of books had no label under them on 
the shelf, but a casual look at the titles revealed that all of them were 
about faith.  Not literature, apparently, nor useful knowledge, it would 
seem; just there, hanging around in that blank spot on the shelves. 
 
Sometimes that’s where we put the books of faith on the bookshelves 
of our minds.  They are there somewhere, but misplaced, lost or    
unlabelled.  What I mean is that sometimes our faith-life gets lost, 
mislaid, or overshadowed by other life issues that compete for our  
attention. 
 
The irony is that when we do that, we lose a valuable perspective on 
those other issues.  The problems that we face daily would take on a 
more hopeful hue in the light of a vivid Christian faith.  The fears that 
darken our lives would diminish in the presence of a clear vision of 
our loving God. 
 
At least the unlabelled books in that little library were in the center of 
the shelf.  That’s where our faith needs to be.  Central in all we do, it 
will give us strength to live life confidently and well. 

As we approach the season of Lent, please note 
that we have devotional booklets available for all 
of you.  These booklets are called  Alive Now and 
Upper Room. Both can be found on the table in the 
narthex, and also on the table outside of  Room 12. 

Join us on February 18 

 at 7:00 PM  
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         FINANCIAL INFORMATION REGARDING YEAR END 2014        
 

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow,  

Praise Him All Creatures Here Below” 

 
 We praise God for His blessings and for the generous sharing of gifts by our members and friends.   

We were able to end 2014 in the black. 

 Gifts to the Operating Fund provided the means to carry out our mission to love, learn, and live God--   
Children were taught the love of Christ through Sunday School, Summer VBS and Day Camp.  Ministry was 
provided to our youth as they grew in their faith, and adults were ministered through worship, Sunday 

School classes, Bible studies, and fellowship events. 

  Our full-time pastor, assisted by lay and music staff, led worship and provided spiritual care.  The 
building was maintained to provide a place for worship, learning, and fellowship-- including choir rehears-
als, committee meetings, UMW, and church social activities.  Local organizations including Hanson House,  
Southwest Community Chorus, Alcoholics Anonymous, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Baldwin Wallace     

University, as well as others, met in our facilities. 

 Denominational apportionments funded local and worldwide missions as well as denominational      
administration. Missions within the local church conference included the Steubenville Urban Ministry and   
Nehemiah Mission, among others.  Our worldwide giving was combined with other Methodist churches to  
provide ministry and disaster relief to over 165 countries-- see www.umcmission.org for the many mission 

projects that were served. 

 Below are the 2014 year end Operating Fund results.  Income at year-end was greater than expenses, 

allowing us to pay additional monies toward our denominational obligation. 

 If you have any questions, please contact the church finance office at 234-3525 ext. 103 or email at 

jmansfield@umcb.org. 

       Thank you, 
       Joanne Mansfield, Financial Secretary 

 

 

2014 Year End Operating Results 
Income:        1/1-12/31   % of Total 
 Giving        $456,069        93.5% 
 Use of Building Donations     $  11,420          2.3% 
 Merrimak Rental      $  12,600          2.6% 
 Endowment Spending Policy Contribution (as budgeted) $    7,867          1.6% 
 Total Operating Income      $487,956      100.0% 
Expenses: 
 Staffing       $277,413       56.9% 
 Programming       $  22,695        4.7% 
 Church Office       $  13,506        2.8% 
 Denominational Apportionments    $  70,907      14.5%          
[Conference Asking was $75,961, 2014 Budgeted $56,480] 
 Maintenance, Utilities, Taxes, Insurance   $103,435      21.1% 
 Total Operating Expense     $487,956    100.0% 
 
Net Surplus/Deficit>           -$0- 
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COSROW  Corner – February 2015 
 

      
     February is recognized as Black History month.  One of 
Methodism’s most outstanding African American women is  
Sojourner Truth who at one time spoke at Lakeside.  She is 
known for her famous speech “Ain’t I a Woman” given in     
Akron on May 29, 1851. The speech was not originally entitled 
“Ain’t I a Woman” but she did repeat that line often as the     
former Isabella Baumfree confronted the audience with her life’s 
journey as a slave and finally her escape. She became a Chris-
tian and changed her name hence, Sojourner Truth. The mother 
of 13 children, most of whom were sold into slavery, struggled 
for the right to vote and for the right not to remain in servitude. 
Sojourner often attended revivals as a preacher and advocated 
for women. 

   Submitted by Jo Swanson           

Our Sympathies to:      
Joanne and Dave Mansfield on the death of Dave’s father Bill Mansfield on December 21.  Services 
were held in Amherst Township on December 23. 

 

A big “THANK YOU” to the Single Volunteers who helped with decorating the Sanctuary  
and The Gathering Place during the Advent Season.  This organization also assisted with 
tearing down and packing all the decorations.  This organization is open to anyone who is 
single.  Visit their website at www.svohio.org.   

 

I want to thank the church members for their prayers and cards that were sent to me during my sickness and 
treatments.  I grew up in the Methodist Church.    With a grateful heart!   Ronald O’Hearn 
 

Many, many thanks to all the wonderful people who participated in my 100th birthday celebration by making 
those delicious cookies and helping to serve.  Your assistance was very much appreciated and certainly 
helped to make my 100th birthday great.   Sincerely, Don Williams 
 

On behalf of The Gideons of Cleveland West Camp and The Gideons International, I want to express my   
sincere thanks to you and your congregation for your support of the Gideon ministry. Your generous gift of 
$285.00 will provide 57 Bibles that will have the potential of reaching 131,100 lives during the six year aver-
age life span.            In His and Your Service, Mike Cyons /Vice-President of Cleveland West Camp 
 

The Staff at UMCB want to thank each of you for your outpouring of Christmas wishes expressed in cards, 
cookies, plants, gift cards, and random acts of kindness.  We feel blessed to serve our members throughout 
the year.  With appreciation and blessings for a wonderful 2015. 
 

 
 

  C  CONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS  TOTO:    :    Christian Kilgore on earning his rank of Eagle Scout on  
   January 31st.  This is the highest ranking of scouts you can obtain.  

 

Church Family Prayer Concerns 

Bruce Akins 
Florence Baker 
Eileen Bell 
Ann Benson 
Esther Berger 
Mary Bittinger 
Fran Bobo 
Lenora Cool 
Bob & Donna Dial 
Marlene Felts 
Bob Ferrell 
Laurie Garvin 
Bob Graham 
 

Betty Green 
Marilyn Jelinek 
Della Lofton 
Clint Lunt 
Roy Mallarnee 
Margaret McCready 
Clare Murphy 
Dorothy Novak 
Tom Oakley 
Russ Sanderson 
Jeanette Sheneman 
Sarah Ulmer 
Dorothy Wheaton 
Eva Williamson 
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WE INVITE ALL WOMEN TO JOIN  

UMW Berea to ... 
Make a Difference in the World 

 
The mission of United Methodist Women is to foster spiritual growth, develop leaders and 

  advocate for justice.  We are the world’s largest denominational faith organization for women 
 with approximately 800,000 members and growing.  Imagine that!     

 

Winter / Spring PROGRAMS: 
          

UPCOMING IN 2015 .... MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
   
  February 14 Valentine Luncheon Program by Lake Erie Science Center w/live animals.  
    Starts at 11:30 AM, Cost is: $4 Adults, $2 Children 3-10 
    Bring your children and grandchildren…..all ages will enjoy this program. 
 
  March 22 Fish Dinner - following the 11:15 service in Fellowship Hall 
 
  April 16-17 Spring Garage Sale 
 
  April 25 Crop Walk - Coe Lake 
 
  May 7-10 Plant Sale - in Fellowship Hall 
 
  May 16 Salad Luncheon Program -  Consortium Musica  
  Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    ----John WesleyJohn WesleyJohn WesleyJohn Wesley 

WALK-N-TALK   

Starts on Monday, March 2nd through Friday, March 27th 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 am to 11:30 am  
Tues-Wednesday-Thursday 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Location:  Wesley Hall of the United Methodist Church of Berea 
Sponsored by the Missions Committee  

 
Something New 

 
First Friday Noon Concert at 12:00 PM 

    in the Sanctuary at The United Methodist Church of Berea  
Free will offering will be taken for the performers. 

Soup and sandwich lunch will follow in the Gathering Place. 
Dates: 
Friday, February 6  - Timothy Robson, organist 
Friday, March 6 - Baldwin Wallace Conservatory, Student Brass Quintet 
Friday, April 3 - Barbara MacGregor, organist 
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Read & Grow Group   

      Monday, February 9, 2015. 
      Anyone is welcome to attend.   
 
The book is “Kind of Kin” by Rilla 
Askew.  This is a richly comic, yet 
heartfelt novel about people who want to do  
right, yet still do wrong. 
 
The next meeting is on March 9, 2015 and the 
book is “Olive Kitteridge” by Elizabeth Strout. 
Olive Kitteridge, a retired school teacher,         
deplores the changes in her little town of Crosby, 
Maine and in the world at large.  As the towns-
people grapple with their problems, mild and dire, 
Olive is brought to a deeper understanding of 
herself and her life - sometimes  painfully, but 
always with ruthless honesty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homebuilders   Sunday School 

all are welcome     

10:00AM in the Parlor 

 
February 1      Terry Kurtz speaker on  
February 8      on these dates. 
 

February 15    Race Car Ministry 
            Speaker is Nancy Schillace 
 
February 22    Lenten Series with Hugh Burtner 
 

The director of the SCAN Food 
Pantry repeatedly expresses her 
gratitude for the generous and   
reliable support they receive from 

our church members.  Now that the holidays are over 
and life settles into a routine once again, let’s not forget 
that there are still those around us who are in need.  
You can help!.  Bring your food donations to the church 
on or before the first Sunday each month and we will 
deliver them to SCAN.  
  
Mark your calendars for February 1, March 1 and   
April 12th (* a week later due to  Easter).  Thank you  
all for your generosity.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Are you ready to learn how to get your          
financial house in order?  Join us as we explore 
Dave Ramsey's extensive study on gaining       
financial peace in your life.  It's easy to apply    
using “Dave’s baby steps" which will be facilitated 
by Terry Kurtz.  The cost per family is $99.00, 
which covers the cost of the kit that goes with the 
study. For more information on Dave Ramsey and 
the Financial Peace program go to:  

 www.daveramsey.com 
      
Look for next months Caller for more information 
on dates and times. Please contact Deaconess 
Karen Caldwell if interested.  Limited financial   
assistance is available. 
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We are starting a new session of  

Bible Basketball on Wednesday evenings. 

Begins:  January 28 through March 25, 2015 

Time:  6:30 PM in Wesley Hall 

Men’s Bible Study led by Dave Ulman 
 
                This new study will start on Wednesday, 
                     January 21st - 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM  
 
Location:  Wesley Parlor 
 
Class study will be every other Wednesday 
evening:   January 21, February, 4,  
                February 18, March 4…and so on 
 
We will start with “How does God call us to 
be a man?”     No worries if you miss the start date, join in 
on the following Wednesday class. 

Faith & Life Lecture Series 
"Thomas Merton and Thomas Berry: Pathfinders to an Ecological Age” 

 
Speaker:  Sr. Kathleen Deignan, CND 

 Merton and Berry - two of the most remarkable 20th century spiritual masters - come together in an intensive 
conversation animated by Sr. Kathleen Deignan, CND.  As prophets and culture critics, both wisdom teachers announced 
the perils and crises of our moment.  As visionaries and poets both saw the new frontiers of human spiritual evolution,     
languaged them into clarity, and charted revelatory maps to guide us forward from our wasteland worlds into regions of 
greater vitality, depth and solidarity with all life.  As midwives of the New Creation, both labored in the Great Work of 
our time: to birth the new human person for an ecological age.  The BW “Faith & Life Lecture Series” will take place in 

February. 

 The first lecture will discuss “Meeting the Masters of Cosmos and of Soul: Thomas Berry and Thomas Merton” 
and will take place on Wednesday, February 11 at 7:30 p.m. in Lindsay-Crossman Chapel, 56 Seminary St., 

Berea.  The  second lecture will focus on “Finding Our Way to an Ecological Age:  Berry and Merton as Guides” and 
will be held on Thursday, February 12 at 10:00 a.m. in Lindsay-Crossman Chapel, 56 Seminary St., Berea. The final talk 
will be a panel discussion covering, “In Dialogue with Thomas Berry and Thomas Merton: A Roundtable Conversation”, 

on Thursday, February 12 at 2:00 p.m. in Strosacker Hall, Sandstone 3, 120 E. Grand St., Berea. 

 Sr. Deignan's current interests are in the areas of classical and contemporary spirituality with a focus on creation 
theology and spirituality. Her work is devoted to transmitting the spiritual and intellectual legacies of Thomas Merton 
and her mentor Thomas Berry in a variety of academic, artistic and pastoral formats.  A GreenFaith Fellow, Dr. Deignan 
completed a two-year post-doctoral training for religious environmental leadership (www.GreenFaith.org).  A sacred 
song writer and psalmist, Sister Deignan has composed over 200 songs for liturgy and prayer published in a dozen CDs 

by Schola Ministries, a project in service to the liturgical and contemplative arts. 

For more information or directions to campus, please call 440-826-2193.  Visit http://www.bw.edu/inspiration for a daily 

Inspirational Message from Alan Kolp, the BW Chair in Faith & Life.  

BRASS PLAYERS NEEDED FOR EASTER 
Do you play trumpet or trombone or do you know someone in the church who does play these instruments? 

 
We have a couple of players who are planning to play in church for our Easter Services and are looking especially for 
two trombonists to complete our ensemble.  Please contact Irene Petras in the church office with names and contact in-
formation (ipetras@umcb.org).  Easter is April 5th this year. 
 

Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness.  

Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet . . . Psalm 150 NIV 
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NOTE:  If you wish to discontinue receiving this newsletter, 
please contact the church office to remove your name from 
the mailing list. 
 
This issue of the Caller was mailed on January 22, 2015. 

 

February 8th is loose change 
Sunday.  The offering collected will 
go directly to:    SCAN 

SCAN will receive food 

and paper products  
from our church 

on February 1. 2015. 

 
The Equal Exchange Coffee Table  
is open the first Sunday of the month. 

University Circle United Methodist Church /  
United Methodist Church of Berea 

Neighborhood Lunch schedule 
 

Next Luncheon date is February 22nd. 
 

 
A new sign up  sheet is posted and volunteers 

are needed.  Thank you for your continued  

support.  Claire Powell 

Save the date:   
April 25, 2015 

 
Crop Walk for Hunger 

     (and fun run) 
 
 
 
 
 
Details and registration forms are available on the 
website:  www.umcb.org  (under the events tab) 
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