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Church Staff 
 

Pastor 
Reverend Skip Myers 
skipmyers@umcb.org 

 

Director of Adult Ministries 
Deaconess Karen Caldwell 
kcaldwell@umcb.org 

 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
 and Facilities Coordinator 

Vivien Swaddling 
vswaddling@umcb.org 

 

Director of Finance 
Joanne Mansfield 

jmansfield@umcb.org 
 

Youth Ministry Leader 
Sarah Dave 

sdave@umcb.org 
 

arise! Worship Leader 
Jeremy Piper 

jpiper@umcb.org 
 

Secretary 
Irene Petras 

ipetras@umcb.org 
 

Custodian 
Jim Cobler 

       Sunday Worship Services 
                  
        8AM   in Chapel 
       9AM  arise! Sanctuary 
11:15AM  Traditional, Sanctuary 

Rita and I have been re-reading the James Herriot books recently.  As 
you may remember, they are collections of short stories written by a 
Yorkshire Veterinarian describing his experiences working in the York-
shire Dales.  Since we are having our annual Blessing of the Pets on Sat-
urday, October 4th at 10:00, it seemed like a good time to share part of 
one of his stories. 
 
Miss Stubbs was a very elderly woman, frail with age.  ’Though she was 
physically limited, she still took great pleasure in her pets:  three dogs 
and two cats.  On one of Herriot’s visits, she confided to him that she 
knew she didn’t have long to live.  That was all right, she said; she had 
had a good life and was unafraid—except for one thing.  She said, almost 
in tears, that she was afraid she’d miss her pets. 
 

 “It’s my dogs and cats, Mr. Herriot.  I’m afraid I might 
never see them when I’m gone and it worries me so.  You see, I 
know I’ll be reunited with my parents and my brothers, but…” 

  “Well,” replied Herriot, “Why not with your animals?” 
 “That’s just it,” she said, and there were tears on her 
cheeks.  “They say animals have no souls.” 

  “Who says?” 
 “Oh, I’ve read it and I know a lot of religious people    
believe it.” 
 “Well, I don’t believe it,” said Herriot, “If having a soul 
means being able to feel love and loyalty and gratitude, then ani-
mals are better off than a lot of humans.  You’ve nothing to worry 
about there.” 
 “Oh, I hope you’re right.  Sometimes I lie at night     
thinking about it.” 
 “I know I’m right, Miss Stubbs, and don’t you argue with 
me.  They teach us vets all about animals’ souls.” 
 The tension left her face, and she laughed with a return of 
her old spirit.  “Be absolutely honest with me.  What are your be-
liefs?  Will my animals be with me?  Is that what you really be-
lieve?” 
 “I do believe it,” Herriot answered, “With all my heart I 
believe it.” 

 
 
And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the cattle according 

to their kinds, and everything that creeps upon the ground according to its kind.  And 

God saw that it was good.—Genesis 1:25 
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We would like to acknowledge all the 
students who participated in the East 
Ohio Conference Camps this past     
summer of 2014.   
 

• Samuel Allen 
• Pamela Minarich 
• Colleen Minarich 
• The Rentsch Family 
• Maya Wargelin 
• Peter Wilson 

              Feeding the Kids Program 
 

The program serves Berea children 
who participate in free or reduced 
cost breakfasts and lunches at school. 
Those children may not have access 
to regular  meals when school is out 
of session due to the summer or days 

        off.  
 
The next day off for the Berea schools is Friday, October 
24.  Our church has agreed to provide food for 50 families 
with needy children.  We will ask the congregation to 
bring, between Sunday September 28 and  Sunday, 
October 12 the following: 
 

� Large box of cereal 
� 18 oz jar of peanut butter 
� 12 oz jar of jelly 
� Can of fruit cocktail 
� Box of macaroni and cheese (2 per family 

needed) 
� Can of tuna fish (2 per family needed) 
� Box of tuna helper 

 
Collection points will be the Narthex and the Gathering 
Place.  We will pack the food Monday, October 20 at 
10:00 AM in room 13 at the church.  We will deliver to 
Church Street Ministries who in turn will distribute the 
food to the 50 families.  Please donate as you are able.  
 
 Submitted by Missions Committee 

 

Andrew Leslie Cooper is a student   
at  the Baldwin Wallace Conservatory  
of Music, pursuing a Bachelor's     
degree in Music Theory, with a      
focus in choral studies. He comes 
from a rich background of  Anglican 

Church Music, having sung as a boy treble in many   
of Britain's greatest cathedrals. A vocalist, pianist,  
and organist, he hopes to find a career as a choral   
conductor academically or professionally. Andrew is 
thrilled and  honored to join the UMCB family, and 
would like to thank all of its members for welcoming 

and accepting him.  

Meet our new Staff Members 

Andrew Leslie CooperAndrew Leslie CooperAndrew Leslie CooperAndrew Leslie Cooper    

Chancel and Handbell DirectorChancel and Handbell DirectorChancel and Handbell DirectorChancel and Handbell Director    

Dr. Barbara MacGregor is Professor    
of Music Emeritus at The University of 
Akron where she taught Organ, Harp- 
sichord, and Music Theory courses and  
was Performance Coordinator and Chair 
of Keyboard Studies in the School of 
Music.  An active performer and clini-
cian, she has been featured at state, regional and na-
tional conventions of many professional music groups 
including The American Guild of Organists, Ohio Mu-
sic Educators Association, Music Teachers National 
Association and the American Federation of Music 
Clubs. Solo performances include festivals such as 
Piccolo Spoleto in Charleston, South Carolina; the Air  
Force Academy Chapel in Colorado Springs, Wash-
ington National  Cathedral, Severance Hall, Carnegie 
Hall and Interlochen Center for the Arts.  She has   
performed on historic pipe organs in England, Scot-
land, France, Holland, Lithuania and Latvia and      
collaborated with internationally known musicians  
including Dave Brubeck, John Rutter and Sir David 
Willcocks.  Barbara was Director of Music and       
Organist at Trinity Lutheran Church in Akron for 15 
years where she was also Artistic Director of the 
highly regarded Trinity Organ Concert Series. Previ-
ously, she was Director of Music and Organist at First 
United Methodist Church of Akron for 20 years. She 
holds national certification as an Associate of the 
American Guild of Organists and as Director of Music 
through the Board of Diaconal Ministry in the United 
Methodist Church.  At UMCB, Barbara is enjoying 
playing the Janke pipe organ for church services and 

getting to know everyone in our friendly church.   

 

Dr. Barbara MacGregor    Dr. Barbara MacGregor    Dr. Barbara MacGregor    Dr. Barbara MacGregor        

OrganistOrganistOrganistOrganist    
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COSROW  Corner – October 2014 

 
     Women “got the vote” on August 26,1920.     
Northeastern Ohio played a vital role in winning .  
This October 4, Cleveland will honor Josephine Irwin 
of Lakewood for her leadership.  

     Ohio ratified the Susan B. Anthony amendment,  
as it was originally titled, June 16, 1919. As you may 
know, the first president voted into office was Ohioan 
Warren G. Harding. It is always good to remember 
that freedom takes effort. We need to vote in every 
election. 

                         Submitted by Jo Swanson           

Our Sympathies toOur Sympathies toOur Sympathies toOur Sympathies to: : : :         
� The Bonds Family on the death of Georgianna Bonds on September 1, 2014.  

� The Conley Family on the death of Betty Conley on September 6, 2014. 

� The Heter Family on the death of John (Jack) Heter on September 16, 2014. 

� The Donahue Family on the death of Bob Donahue on September 16, 2014. 

                                       Missions Committee Appreciates Your Help  
UMCB hosted Family Promise (formerly IHN) the week of September 14-21.  We had 5 families staying at 
our church with loving hearts. Thank you to all the people who volunteered; unloading and loading beds, 
preparing and serving meals, washing dishes, setting up classrooms for sleeping, washing bedding and  
towels, grocery shopping, driving the truck to transport the beds to the next hosting site, entertaining the  
children and helping them with homework.  This was a week of “Love one another” in action….Thank You! 

 
UMCB continues to play an active role in the last Sunday of the month Community Meal at University Circle UMC.  Clair Powell is our 
volunteer coordinator.  Thanks to the many who donate food and help on site. 
 
UMCB hosted the Berea Community Meal at St. Thomas on September 30th.  Thanks to those who provided desserts and those who 
helped serve the meal.        
    Submitted by:  Bobbie DiNicola / Mission Chairperson and Vivien Swaddling / Staff 

 

Church Family Prayer Concerns 
 

Bruce Akins 
Florence Baker 
Eileen Bell 
Esther Berger 
Mary Bittinger 
Fran Bobo 
Lenora Cool 
Bob & Donna Dial 
Marlene Felts 
Bob Ferrell 
Laurie Garvin 
Betty Green 
Marilyn Jelinek 

Mary Letts 
Della Lofton 
Clint Lunt 
Margaret McCready 
Dorothy Novak 
Tom Oakley 
Barbara Scoon 
Jeanette Sheneman 
Carol Thompson 
Sarah Ulmer 
Annalee Vernon 
Dorothy Wheaton 
Eva Williamson 
Ann Woollett 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON OPPORTUNITIES 
 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON: UNDERSTANDING MEMORY LOSS 
Sunday, October  26                                Time:   3:00 PM   
Do you know the difference between dementia and Alzheimer’s? 
Jennifer Nance who is on staff at the Kemper House in Strongsville will help us gain a better under-
standing of the disease process.  She will share tips on caring for someone with memory loss.  
We will determine if we need a support group for those caring for someone.  Registration is required. Please    
call the church (440) 234-3525 ext 105 for Deaconess Karen Caldwell or email kcaldwell@umcb.org 

 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON: MEMORY CARE 
Sunday, November  23                             Time:  3:00 PM 
This will be for family, caregivers, friends, neighbors and children.  Dementia impacts everyone.  Cheryl Moser 
from the Western Reserve in Medina will be our speaker. 
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Read & Grow Group   
Monday, October 13th at 6:45 PM 
in the Church Parlor.  Anyone is 
welcome to attend. Your local 
library can provide the book - all 
you need to do is read it prior to 
October 13th. 
 
"Mercy Snow” by Tiffany Baker.  In the tiny 
town  of Titan Falls, NH the paper mill dictates a 
quiet, steady rhythm of life. But one day a tragic 
bus accident sets  two families on a course to-
ward  destruction, irrevocably altering the lives 
of everyone in their wake.  
 
The next meeting is November 10.  
   Book title is: “Please Look After Mom” by 
Kyung Shin.   

WE FINALLY FINISHED IT!!  
Before 2008 the process of upgrading and replacing light fixtures with 4 foot 
long by 1-1/2 inch bulbs (T12) was started.  The first were the replacement of 
incandescent fixtures with 4 foot long by 1 inch bulbs (T8) in the office hall, 
Parlor, Library, and Learning Center. When the renovation was started it was 
suggested that the fixtures in the Education wing should be replaced. The     
architect estimated that the cost would be $130,000.  The committee studied   
the fixtures which were from 1960, and found they were very solid and in good 
condition, and were lighting the rooms very well.  It was decided that church 
members would strip out the wires, ballasts and bulbs and replace them with a 
T8 system.  The estimated cost was $4000.  It took many hours and members of the congregation to complete the task        
in two years.  It then became a natural quest to change all the T12 x 4 foot bulbs to the T8 system. This was finally    
completed Tuesday, September 9, 2014.  Also all the new fixtures added of the long florescent type will be of the T8 
style.  HOORAY!! 
     Submitted by Paul Harlamert 

 

Library News at UMCB  -  UMW Reading Program 

 
The book, "Break the Cycle: Healing from an Abusive Relationship" 
by Tracy S. Deitz, is listed in the "Social Action" category. The    
author relates examples from the case history of a lady named Lydia 
who was able to leave her abusive spouse and rebuild her own life. 
Deitz divides her book into three sections: "Drowning", which entails 
trying to live with addictive behavior; "Swimming" in which the   
victim begins to withdraw from the abusive relationship; and "Safe 
on Shore," when the woman has established her own identity and has 
started to form new relationships. At the end of each section, there  
are questions designed to help readers reflect on their own feelings 
and evaluate their relationships in terms of emotional health. The  
author also provides a variety of resources from the Bible, literature, 
and organizations that may be helpful to anyone who is dealing with 
domestic violence. 

        Submitted by Betsy Meikle 

 

BECOME A STEPHEN MINISTER: AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN, SERVE, AND GROW 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our church who go through 50 hours of caregiving training and then meet one on one, 
providing emotional and spiritual support to people who are going through a difficult time, such as divorce, grief,      
hospitalization, unemployment, terminal illness, relocation, chronic illness, or loneliness. Training covers many topics 
including: 
 

· Feelings: Yours, Mine, and Ours 
· The Art of Listening 
· Distinctively Christian Caring 
· Assertiveness: Relating Gently and Firmly 
· Maintaining Boundaries in Caregiving 
· Confidentiality 
· Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief 
· Caring for People before, during, and after Hospitalization 
 

We will be training a new class of Stephen Ministers soon. To find out more about becoming a Stephen Minister, talk 
with one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders:  
                            Orley Aten, Karen Caldwell, Condit Dibble, Barb Rochford or Pastor Skip Myers. 

upgrading fixtures 
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WE INVITE ALL WOMEN TO JOIN  
UMW Berea to ... 

 

Make a Difference in the World 
 

The mission of United Methodist Women is to foster spiritual growth, develop leaders and 
  advocate for justice.  We are the world’s largest denominational faith organization for women 

 with approximately 800,000 members and growing.  Imagine that!     
 

FALL PROGRAMS: 
 
October 16 - 17        FALL GARAGE SALE 
               Donations to church beginning October 12; looking for volunteers to help.  
               To inquire about specific needs or if you have question, please call 
    Laura Sperry at 440-891-8607  
         
November 14 & 15   FALL HARVEST EVENT benefitting Mission Projects 
             Craft Show, the 14th, 3:00 PM-8:00 PM; the 15th, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM  
           Swiss Steak Dinner Friday, November 14th from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
           Silent Auction on 11/14 and 11/15   -  Tasty Treat Café on 11/15 only 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

UPCOMING IN 2015 .... MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
 

  January 11 UMW Sunday & Church Wide Potluck w/Speaker Rosalyn Barnhill 
    the VP of UMW Conference Team.  Rosalyn will be speaking on the 
               music of faith. 
 
  February 14 Valentine Luncheon Program by Lake Erie Science Center w/live animals 
 
  March 22 Fish Dinner - following the 11:15 service in Fellowship Hall 
 
  April 16-17 Spring Garage Sale 
 
  May 16 Salad Luncheon Program -  Consortium Musica  
  
 Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you  can,    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.    ----John WesleyJohn WesleyJohn WesleyJohn Wesley 

Gift Cards are available to purchase from the  
United Methodist Women of Berea (UMW).   

 
This is an ongoing fund raiser for UMW. There are over  
80 merchants to pick from which make your gift buying for 
birthdays, anniversaries and holidays a perfect gift idea.  Please 
contact Marilyn Smith at 440-243-4165.    

 
Blank order forms (printed on pink paper) are available on the bulletin board in the hallway by the kitchenette.   

 

A Tisket A Tasket A Silent Auction Basket  - if you can donate a basket please deliver to the    
church office no later than October 26th.  Contact Bobbie DiNicola at 440—668-5035 for details. 
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Request from College Council: 

We are looking for the names and        
addresses of our UMCB college             
students.  Our goal is to prepare care 
packages for our students. Please pro-
vide the information below on paper and 
drop in the Office Secretary’s door slot or 
by email to ipetras@umcb.org.  
 
• Students Name 
 
• Name of College they are attending 
 
• Mailing Address with room number 

(dorm or apartment) 

    Submitted by Children’s Council 
 

Parent To-Do List 
 

Monitoring your kid’s apps, chat rooms                  

and networks is essential…  

 

1 
Get filtering software for all your home 
PCs and your kids’ phones. Even so, 
check for suspicious apps and familiarize 
yourself  with their icons. 
 

2 
If you find something, don’t panic. Ask 
your child why she/he likes the app and 
whether they think it poses any risks. 
Don’t interrupt - the more you listen, the 
more you’ll learn. 
 

3 
When he/she’s finished sharing, explain 
your objections to the app. Then watch 
him/her delete it. 
 

4 
Stay vigilant. Set up a family account for 
app downloads and keep the password   
secret so yours kids will have to tell you 
what they’re downloading.  Casually      
mention risky apps you’ve heard about 
(while in the car, during dinner, as you’re 
watching TV), which lets them know 
you’re aware of how teens are connecting 
with their peers. 
 

           Adult Coed Volleyball 
  
  4 Monday evenings at 7:30 PM on  
      November 3, 10, 17 and 24th 
 
   Location:  Wesley Hall   

We will play for fun! -  Bring a friend - No competition!  
Please contact Mark Williams  

for any questions at 440-891-0129. 

Upcoming Dates: 
 
November 27 - UMCB will host our annual community    
Thanksgiving luncheon. 
 
December 3 -  Contact Joy Wood at 440-891-1534 if you want to join 
the COED Volleyball league that plays in Middleburg Hts. 
 
Ellen Reeves will exhibit her art in the Gathering Place in the month of 
November.  Ellen works with acrylics and uses the hymn of “All 
things Bright and Beautiful” as inspiration for her art pieces. 

DID YOU KNOW UMCB HAS A  

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY? 
 

“… ‘Let the little children come to me; do 
not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I 
tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.’ And he took them up in 
his arms, laid his hands on them, and 
blessed them.” (Mark 10:14b-16, NRSV)  
The East Ohio Conference reminds us that our Lord placed sincere 
value on children and the example of faith they provide for us. He 
was also concerned about their vulnerability. The Social Principles 
of The United Methodist Church state that “children must be pro-
tected from economic, physical and sexual exploitation and abuse.”  
 
       http://www.eocumc.com/child-protection/index.html  
 
     The United Methodist Church of Berea has implemented a policy 
to protect children. First adopted by the Church Council in 1998, the 
Council updated it on August 26, 2014. The policy includes a defi-
nition of abuse, guidance for the supervision of children and youth, 
screening of volunteers, response of church workers to allegations 
of abuse, education of persons who work with children and youth, 
and cyber and general safety issues. In addition, the church is in-
sured through Brotherhood Mutual in the event of a claim. 
     Each year Sunday School teachers attend an orientation in which 
the policy is reviewed. Moreover, anyone who works with children, 
both teachers and others, fill out a screening form for a background 
check. These measures are intended to prevent any problems. 

     For further information about the policy or the insurance, please 

contact Vivien Swaddling. 
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This issue of the Caller was mailed on September 24, 2014. 

 
Loose Change Sunday is  
October 12 and will go to:    

 

SCAN will receive food 
and paper products from 

our church on October 5. 

 
The Equal Exchange Coffee 
Table is open the first Sunday 
 of the month. 

SCAN 


