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Church Staff 
 

Pastor 
Reverend Skip Myers 
skipmyers@umcb.org 

 

Director of Adult Ministries 
Deaconess Karen Caldwell 
kcaldwell@umcb.org 

 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
 and Facilities Coordinator 

Vivien Swaddling 
vswaddling@umcb.org 

 

Director of Finance 
Joanne Mansfield 

jmansfield@umcb.org 
 

Youth Ministry Leader 
Sarah Johnson 

sjohnson@umcb.org 
 

arise! Worship Leader 
Jeremy Piper 

jpiper@umcb.org 
 

Secretary 
Irene Petras 

ipetras@umcb.org 
 

Custodian 
Jim Cobler 

 

       Sunday Worship Services 
 
        8AM   in Chapel 
       9AM  arise! Sanctuary 
11:15AM  Traditional, Sanctuary 
         
 

Ash Wednesday is March 5 
7:30PM  Sanctuary 

 

A Season of Change 
By Rick Wolcott 
 
How many more weeks of winter? 
 
I imagine you have asked that question more than a couple of times over 
the past few months as the snow has accumulated and the temperatures 
have plummeted. 
 
One question you probably haven’t asked anyone lately though is, “Did you 
see your shadow today?”  Having been born on Groundhog Day, I get 
asked that question every year – usually by a family member or a close 
friend trying to be funny. 
 
By now we know the drill, if Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow on  
February 2, there will be six more weeks of winter.  If he doesn’t see his 
shadow, it means an early spring. 
 
This year Phil saw his shadow.  Six more weeks of winter.  Lucky us! 
What’s the first image that comes to mind when you hear the words 
Groundhog Day – the weather-forecasting rodent or Bill Murray? 
 
In the 1993 comedy Groundhog Day, Murray played egocentric weather-
man Phil Connors, who got caught in a time loop that saw him relive      
February 2 over and over again.  At first he took advantage of the situation 
to benefit himself.  That led to a period of despondency, during which   
Connors repeatedly tried to end his life. 
 
Eventually the kindness of his field producer Rita (Andie McDowell) be-
came the catalyst for Connors to stop thinking about himself.  When he  
began using the knowledge gained from reliving moments over and over   
to help others, the loop was broken and he finally experienced February 3. 
 
I find churches get stuck just like Connors did – doing the same things  
over and over.  One of two things eventually happens: 1) the repeated  
ministry event becomes a tradition that benefits only the members, or        
2) the congregation begins reaching outward to the community, trying    
new ministries and putting its needs second. 
 
United Methodists are called to make and mature disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.  That requires stepping out in faith and 
sharing the stories of how our lives have been changed by walking with 
Christ. 
 
It took a while for Phil Connors to change but once he did life began anew. 
 
Spring will soon begin.  What change will it bring in you? 
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FROM THE INTERCESSORY PRAYER TEAM! 

What is Prayer?  “Prayer is not a recitation of the reasons for, or the desirability of, or the critical 
needs in difficult situations.  Prayer never was or will be about technique, but rather about relation-
ship.  Prayer is a relationship between the Creator and His creation; it is a relationship between 
Jesus Christ and each of us who claim to be His followers in the world today”.   

         Chris Martin 

     Every Tuesday at 9:15 AM in the Sacristy, prayers of intercession are offered.  Our group is 
small and we would welcome anyone who would like to join us; just come in.  If you have a  prayer 
request, let a staff member know or place a prayer request card in the offering plate. 

 
Worship in Lent  =  Renewing our Commitment to the Gospel 

 
March 2:     Renewing Our Commitment to Prayer   April 6:    Remembering Jesus’ Gift to Us 
March 5:     7:30 PM - Ash Wednesday Service     April 13:   Renewing our Commitment to Serve 
                       of Lenten Preparation    April 17:   7:30 PM - Maundy Thursday Table Communion 
March 9:     Renewing Our Commitment to the Word   April 18:   7:30 PM - Good Friday Service of Remembrance 
March 16:   Renewing Our Commitment to Worship   April 20:   Easter Sunday - Renewing Our  
March 23:   Renewing Our Commitment to Witness                        Commitment to Christ 
March 30:   Renewing Our Commitment to Stewardship                      

 

      Adult Mission Trip To UMCOR Sager Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana 
 
Please keep the following people in your prayers as they journey on the annual 
adult mission trip to UMCOR.  They will be our “Missionaries” during the first 
two weeks of March. 

 

Molly Arthur  Roy Mallarnee Mary Spangler 

Nancy Best  Sandy Marek  Barbara Swartz 

Jan Harlamert Marci Metz 

Paul Harlamert Gerri Peters 

 
They will be working on many tasks including preparing sewing kits, health kits, school kits, and birthing 
kits.  Some will work in the sewing room making school bags.  Others will help with painting, carpentry, 
electrical repairs, computer data entry, and filling and loading boxes for shipments all around the world.  
We appreciate your donations to UMCOR. 

   

 

Movie and Discussion on Friday, March 21st 
Time and Location:  7:00 PM 

Two Movie Choices 
 

Free to all who participate. Snacks will be provided. 
 

The Butler will be shown in The Gathering Place with Joe        
Tarantowski who will lead a discussion after the movie. 
 
Despicable Me 2 is in the Parlor.  Gru renounces villainy and   
embraces fatherhood as he builds a jam and jelly business. 
Supervision from a staff member will take place during this movie. 
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 COSROW  Corner – March 2014 
 

March is Women in History month.  
 
       The Commission on the Role and Status of Women 
was established by the UMC General Conference in 1976. 
Rev. Cal Myers (our emeritus pastor) asked me to write a 
column for the Caller and thus began a long history of   
columns dedicated to women who have helped to build 
America and thereby our church. Ever since Susanna 
Wesley planted the idea that spiritual life should be       
methodically organized, women have contributed to       
our faith. Bless all those women who have answered       
the call!  
                  Submitted by Jo Swanson 

Thank you!    Thank you for the cookies donated to USO.  There were at least 77 dozen cookies taken to the 
MEPS (Military Entrance Processing Station) on Emerald Parkway.  Men and women entering military service 
will enjoy the cookies while they are processing and getting ready to leave for their first military assignment.   
      Submitted by Carol Kappeler 
 
The children who attended Bible/Basketball during the fall and winter sessions appreciated the Adult and Youth 
Leaders.  The children improved in basketball skills and bible knowledge as they had fun and made new friends 
in our spacious new Wesley Hall.  A special thank you to Ken Foster, Tom Cummings, Paul Warren and Eddie 
Sperry for sharing their time and talents with the children.   
           Sponsored by Children’s Council      -     Laura Sperry, Chairperson and Vivien Swaddling, Staff  
 
A most sincere and heartfelt thank you to everyone for the cards, calls, caring and concern both before, during 
and after my hospital stay in November.  I had much to be thankful for when Thanksgiving came. (Thanks to 
Bruce Forster for his visit.)  I hope to be back among such a caring group soon.  
                                                                                With fond affection to all,  Barb Donahue  

Church Family Prayer Concerns 

Bruce Akins 
Florence Baker 
Eileen Bell 
Esther Berger 
Mary Bittinger 
Fran Bobo 
Georgianna Bonds 
Betty Conley 
Lenora Cool 
Bob & Donna Dial 
Barbara Donahue 
Marie Douglas 
Marlene Felts 
Bob Ferrell 

Laurie Garvin 
Betty Green 
Pat Harf 
Jane Jeffrey 
Marilyn Jelinek 
Mary Letts 
Della Lofton 
Clint Lunt 
Margaret McCready 
Dorothy Novak 
Tom Oakley 
Lois & Ray Pagel 
Jeanette Sheneman 
Dorothy Wheaton 

     Homebuilders     all are welcome  

      Sunday School  10:00AM in the Parlor 

 

   March 2nd    Judy Dunn, a representative from  
                        the Maltz Museum, will talk on  
             Jewish Immigration. 
 

March 9th-30th:   Lenten Series presentation from Hugh Burtner.   
In these sessions we will consider some pivotal challenges to Christianity over the past century.   
Of course the Christian tradition is a broad historical stream, and constant change is what we 
should expect.  Nonetheless, few periods of the religious lives of Christians and their 
churches have been as disruptive -or creative- as the past century. We will look at four topics 
in relation to the challenges the past century has produced: (1) The Ecumenical Movement, 
(2) The Growth of Conservative and Pentecostal churches, (3) The Science/Religion Interface 
and the Development of “Green Theology. (4) Dialogue with World Religions (especially Ju-
daism and Islam).  As we will discover, these topics are with us yet, and will ask much of us 
as we set our course for years, decades, even centuries still to come. 
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Read & Grow Group   
Monday, March 10th at 6:45 PM in 
the Church Parlor.  Anyone is wel-
come to attend. Your local library 
can provide the book - all you need 
to do is read it prior to March 10th. 
 
"The Time Keeper" by Mitch Albom.  In Mitch Albom's 
newest work of fiction, the inventor of the world's first 
clock is punished for trying to measure God's greatest 
gift. He is banished to a cave for centuries and forced 
to listen to the voices of all who come after him seek-
ing more days, more years. Eventually, with his soul 
nearly broken, Father Time is granted his freedom, 
along with a magical hourglass and a mission: a 
chance to redeem himself by teaching two earthly peo-
ple the true meaning of time. 
 
He returns to our world--now dominated by the hour-
counting he so innocently began--and commences a 
journey with two unlikely partners: one a teenage girl 
who is about to give up on life, the other a wealthy old 
businessman who wants to live forever. To save him-
self, he must save them both, and stop the world to do 
so. 
 
The next meeting is April 14  
       Book title is: “An Invisible Thread: The True Story 
of an 11 Year Old Panhandler” 

Upcoming Events 

It’s a Guitar Party with Jay Albert 
If you want to begin playing the 
guitar, or just want to find out 
more about it, come to the Guitar 
Party. We’ll show you a lot about 
the instrument and its music, and 
share many tips on getting 
started. It’s like a class, but more 

laid back. Bring your interest, bring a guitar if you have 
one (we’ll have a few you can try out as well). Jay will 
share info, get you moving with music, experimenting 
with the instrument, and even play a few songs for you. 
   
When:  Thursday at 6:00 PM in Room 26. 
             Dates are: March 6, 13, 20, 27 
             Each class is $10.00  All ages are welcome! 
 
Please contact him to sign up for the Guitar Party or to 
ask any questions at:  jay@songdogmusic.com or by 
calling 440-364-3441. You can also register with   
Karen Caldwell or sign the registration sheet outside 
Room 12. 

 

 

The NEWSingers 19th Annual Concert and Pie Festival 

SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS AND SINGING A NEW SONG, THIS INTERGENERATIONAL 

GROUP PROVIDES CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC. 

 

       Sunday, March 16th at 4PM  

A light supper and plenty of pie will be served after the    

concert. We hope you will join us and bring a friend!  

There is no charge for the concert.   

TAKE NOTE! 

 

MARCH 9TH   -   DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS 

 

March 15 - First Aid and CPR for Children / Infants:   
We are offering this class on Saturday, March 
15th from 10:00AM  to 2:00PM in Room 31-32.       
Instructor is Ed Brewer, and the cost is $5.00 
(covers cost of certificate).  Please call or email   
the church  office by March 12th to register at    
440-234-3525 X.100 or ipetras@umcb.org.  
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 Starts:  March 3rd - March 28th 
As winter is lingering and we wait for 
Spring, bring a friend and a water bottle 
for a new adventure in our spacious new 
Wesley Hall. You can walk, jog, skip or 
run during the month of March. The 
hours of operation are: 

          Monday—Friday: 8:30AM to 11:30AM   
          Evening hours are 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 
          Wednesday and Thursday 
 
                                 Sponsored by the Missions Committee   

Gift cards for many businesses are available all year.  Order blanks are on the bulletin board out-
side of the parlor.  Place your order, along with a check to United Methodist Women, in the slot on 
the door of the Finance office.   
 
Cards are ordered on Monday and delivered the next Sunday.  This is an ongoing fundraiser for 
our UMW.  You may also contact Marilyn Smith at 440-243-4165 for more information. 
 

   Save the date:     
   April 26, 2014       
Crop Walk for Hunger 
     (and fun run) 
 
    Please join us on    

Saturday, April 26 at 9:00 AM at Coe Lake 
to show our love and active concern for 
neighbors in need near and far.  
     Registrations forms are available on our 
website at www.umcb.org or in the Church 
office hallway. 
  
Sponsored by Missions Committee                      

The Women of Faith are taking orders now through 
March 31st for their heartwarming homemade soups.  
 

Stuffed pepper =  $8/quart Chicken Noodle =  $8/quart 
Chicken tortilla =  $9/quart Seafood bisque =  $9/quart 
 

Order forms are available outside room 12.  You can also 
call in your order to Linda at 440-625 0356, or email at: 
     onlineorders170@gmail.com 
 
Orders can be picked up and paid for on April 6 from 9AM 
to 12:30PM in Fellowship Hall. 

Baldwin Wallace University 
Student Survey about Recycling 

 
      We are Baldwin Wallace University students enrolled in 
a research course. For this course we are studying the  
habits of recycling, specifically the curbside recycling      
program in Berea. We are looking for individuals who are 
over the age of 18 and either rent or own a house in the  
city of Berea, Ohio. If you or someone you know fits this  
description and are willing to help us with our research, 
please go to the following website and complete our       
survey.   www.surveymonkey.com/s/BWcurbsiderecycling 
 
For any questions please email:   
 
     Rebecca Cawthra:  rcawthra09@mail.bw.edu 
 
         Or 
 
     Megan Clymer:  mclymer@mail.bw.edu   
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Upcoming Events 

 

For United Methodist Publications: 
 

Be Your Own Hero and befit low-income, at-risk children, 
families and seniors for only $20!  On Saturday, April 12, 
2014, West Side Community House, a United Methodist 
National Mission Institution, is hosting its first annual Be 
Your Own Hero 5K benefit race. This event is designed to 
showcase how WSCH encourages community residents 
to become their own hero and positively change their lives 
of their families and the community.  This is a family-
friendly day of fun that includes a 5K race, 1 mile walk, 
and other activities that children can enjoy. 
 
Help them reach their goal to register 300 people from all 
over Northeast Ohio.  For more information, and to 
download a registration form, visit their website at 
www.WSCHouse.org, or register online at 
www.Hermescleveland.com.  Family of 4 discount regis-
tration is available through mail-in registration only. 
 
West Side Community House (USCH), transforming lives 
in the community since 1890, provides services to chil-
dren, families and seniors in the western half of Cuyahoga 
County.     

 

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT!!! 
 
Easter is April 20th and it is 
time to think about Easter 
Flowers. 
 
The form below must be 
submitted to the office by  
April 4th. 
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This issue of the Caller was mailed on February 20, 2014. 

 
Loose Change Sunday is  
March 9 and will go to:    
         

             Hanson House 

SCAN will receive food and paper products from our 
church on March 2, 2014. 
 

They are in need of paper   
products and laundry detergent 
in addition to the usual request 
for canned fruit and cereal. 
 
With the Brook Park Pantry now 

closed and many job layoffs predicted, the need for 
SCAN donations is even greater than in the past.   

        The Equal Exchange 
    Coffee Table is open the 
   first  Sunday of the month. 

SCAN 


