
 

 

28th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 
This year’s community-wide celebration of the ministry and witness of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. begins with our worship services on Sunday, 
January 14.  Our guest preacher will be Will Jones, Director of Multicultural 
Vitality for our East Ohio Conference of The UMC.  For a full list of events 
during the weeklong celebration, visit bw.edu/events/mlk-week/2018. 

Genesee Abbey Retreat  
During the week before Advent this year, I was blessed to enjoy a brief retreat 
at the Abbey of the Genesee, about fifty miles east of Buffalo.  This abbey is a 
community of Trappist monks (for those familiar with Thomas Merton, 
Genesee grew out of the Abbey of Gethsemani, where Merton lived and 
worked).  Having had such a life-giving experience this past November, I 
invite you to consider joining me this coming March 2018.  I would love to 
bring a small group from The UMC of Berea to experience the peace and 
comfort of that place.  Please prayerfully consider this opportunity, and let 
me know if you are interested.  I will be happy to share more information 
with you.  - Pastor Nathan 

We reach out in Christian sympathy & love to...  
...the McHenry family on the passing of Bernice McHenry (Dec. 5, 2017). 
...the Corey Family on the passing of Dianne Corey (Dec. 12, 2017). 
...the Cool Family on the passing of Lenora Cool (Dec. 13, 2017). 

If you know of someone needing care or to receive Prayer Concerns  
by email, contact the office at info@umcb.org. 

THE CALLER    The United Methodist Church of Berea 
 

 January 2018  

Celebrating God’s Love  

Christian Formation 

Outreach & Service 
Time to get Messy in the New Year!  

Messy Church is ready to go for the third Sundays of each 
month this year. This month, we will celebrate “God’s 
Family, Our Family” as we share the story of Abraham 
and Sarah, and celebrate that we are all apart of God’s family. 
Join us for the usual unusually messy fun, worship, and food as we grow in 
friendship with our neighbors.  Wondering how to really get into the messy? 
Each month we’ll bring you a messy tip to help you as you serve as hosts at 
this outreach event.  

Messy Church Tip #1: When you attend Messy Church, find someone 
 you don’t know, and do your best to make them feel welcome.  

Get to know a new friend!  

Bring a friend and join us January 21st at 4:00 p.m. 

 Nursery Helpers Needed  
Looking for a way to share the love of God with our 
younger families? Please prayerfully consider 
serving in our church nursery.  We would like to 
build our team of nursery volunteers so as to offer a 
warm, welcoming, and safe environment for little 

ones and their families to feel at home at our church. Whether you could 
serve on a weekly basis, once a month, or as a substitute, your service will be 
greatly appreciated. Contact Pastor Carrie for more info.  

Book Buddies at Grindstone Begins this Month 
Did you sign up to become a book buddy at our partner school, Grindstone 
Elementary? Stay tuned for a phone call soon letting you know the next steps 
in participating in this ministry, scheduled to begin this 
month. What can you do in the meantime? Pray for the 
student that you will be working with! Didn’t sign up, but 
are interested now? Contact Pastor Carrie for an 
application form. We’re also looking for more loving 
friends to share the love of reading with kindergarten and 
1st graders.  

Southwest Church Women United USO Cookie Collection 
 January 23 is cookie collection  time for the United Service Organization 
(USO).  The cookies will taken to the USO Bob Hope Lounge at the Airport 
where they are available for members of the military traveling through 
Cleveland Hopkins Airport.  Cookies may be brought to the church, Sunday, 
Jan. 21 or no later than noon, Jan. 23.  Purchased cookies are welcome as 
well as home made cookies.  Label the cookies "USO" and place in the kitchen 
 by the parlor.  Thank you.  Carol Kappeler, 440-234-5985.  

Worship & Fellowship 

A Fitting Honor 
Founder’s Day at Baldwin Wallace University is the day when the University 
honors  the memory of a person who has left an enduring quality of thoughts 
and actions to those he has taught and to the University. Dave Demmerle, 
formerly of our congregation, was honored this year at the Founder’s Day 
luncheon in which a former student and a fellow staff member were invited 
to share remembrances. A theme throughout all remarks was one of Dave’s 
dedication and leadership by personal example.  

 During his time at Baldwin Wallace, Dave had been honored with the 
Strosacker Award for Excellence in Teaching and had been inducted into the 
BW Athletic Hall of Fame. June Demmerle, friend and member of our church, 
together with their sons, Ross, Keith, Mark, grandchildren and family , were 
guests of honor. Dave’s name and plaque have been entered on the Memorial 
Wall on the North Campus behind the Center for Innovation and Growth. It is 
a fitting honor indeed. - Submitted by Betty Miller   

End of my Big Foot Journey - After a good x-ray, I was given the go agead to 
transition to real shoes (if men’s black Velcro Tennis Shoes are “real” shoes) 
- not complaining.  Anyway, after 13 weeks of a foot never seeing the light of 
day, as promised, I am able to walk without pain.  I have been so blessed.  
Thank you all. - Carol Forster. 

For weekly updates on events and activities, please subscribe to our weekly e-mail newsletter at www.umcb.org. 

Follow us on twitter @UMCBerea                 Find us on Facebookwww.facebook.com/UMCBEREA 

 Disciplines for a New Year 
Get the new year started off right, by making a 
commitment to your discipleship! If you’re looking 
for a way to grow in your personal discipleship each 
day, you may be interested in the 2018 edition of 
“Disciplines”.  This book offers short devotions for 
each day of the week that reflect on the upcoming 
week’s lectionary readings.  It also provides 
reflection questions suitable for journaling, or using 
as part of a discussion with friends or groups. We 
invite you to join our congregation in sharing in the 
same reflection and prayer prompts.  In addition, 
you can be prayerfully considering the same 
scriptures that will be used in our Sunday Worship 
service. Copies are available at a discounted price of 
$5. Request a copy through Pastor Carrie. 

 Growing Through the Season of Epiphany 
The word epiphany means appearance or manifestation. But in modern words, 
we might say epiphany is more like saying eureka! or aha! The revelation that 
Jesus was the messiah starts not with those on the “inside”, but with those on 
the outside of the Jewish tradition – the wise men from the east. Epiphany 
encourages to seek out Jesus, become acquainted with who he really is, and 
remember that he’s not just for us, but for all people. As you journey through 
the Epiphany season, consider embarking on a quest of your own through one 
of our Christian formation opportunities highlighted below. We will be praying 
for all of you to have an “aha!” moment this season.  Classes begin the week of 
January 7th, the first Sunday of Epiphany. 

Lenten Devotional 2018 
The emphasis for our Lenten devotional this year will be on gathering in 
Christian community.  We hope you will consider participating by selecting a 
scripture from our list and writing a brief devotion and prayer to be included in 
our devotional book.  More information and sign-up opportunities will be 
available beginning Sunday, January 7. 

Weekday Options 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study & Intercessory 
Prayer at 9:05 a.m., held at the church.  Join us for 
a time of deep Biblical study and reflection, followed 
by time to lift our congregation in prayer.  

Monday Evening Prayer Study - is led by Linda Short at 
her home at 7:00 p.m.  Did you know there are many 
ways to pray? Have you been feeling the nudge of the 
spirit to grow in your prayer life? Come explore the 
possibilities in prayer this season and open your heart to 
new ways of communing with God.  

Read & Grow Book Discussion Group - Join us the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Parlor.  On Jan. 8, we will discuss Orphan 
Train by Christine Baker Kline. On Feb. 12 our book is The Boys in the Boat by 
Daniel James Brown. 

Sunday Options at 10:00 a.m. 
FaithLink - The complexities of this 
world – the significance of faith – how 
do they all come together? Faithlink 
explores current events and how our 
faith informs our views and challenges 

us as disciples in this time and place. Watch bulletins for specific topics.  Come 
every week – or drop in for topics that you are curious about, or are near to 
your heart.  

Feasting on the Word - Disciples enter 
Bible study and worship bringing with them 
this variety of views. Feasting on the Word 
will engage disciples in a deeper 
exploration of biblical texts. Participants' 

faith will be enhanced when the Scriptures read and proclaimed in worship are 
reinforced and expanded during their formational time. Join us this season, as 
the group explores the life of Jesus presented in the Epiphany readings. 

 This study will be led by Pastors in the chapel. 
Wonder, Love and Praise (WLP) is produced 
by the Committee on Faith and Order (CFO) 
designed to engage United Methodists all around 
the world in a study of our ecclesiology, that is 
how we as United Methodists understand what 
it means to be the Church. Join us for group 
reflection – and for a larger group discussion at 
Lakewood UMC February 5th at 6 pm. The PDF 
document will be printed for pick up by 

December 31st, and is also available at: http://s3.amazonaws.com/
Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/committee-faith-order/documents/
wonder-love-and-praise-full-en.pdf  

Join Homebuilders this January as they discover Joyfully Aging. 
Celebrate the blessing of aging - the gift of life and affirmation 
of God's grace - and live abundant life in the Lord. Disciples will 
gain insight on their limitless opportunity to witness their faith 
to others and live happily ever after because of the promise we 
have in Jesus Christ. Each short, humorous chapter reminds 
readers that the journey of aging leads us all to the foot of the 
cross. Rev. Linda McCowen will lead this study.  All who are 
looking for a little joy are welcome! 
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