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The next day Moses took his seat to settle disputes among the people, and he was 
surrounded from morning till evening.  At the sight of all that he was doing for the 
people, Jethro asked, “What is this you are doing for the people?  Why do you sit 
alone with all of them standing round you from morning till evening?”  “The peo-
ple come to me to seek God’s guidance,” Moses answered.  “Whenever there is a 
dispute among them, they come to me, and I decide between one party and the oth-
er.  I make known the statutes and laws of God.”  His father-in-law said to him, 
“This is not the best way to do it.  You will only wear yourself out and wear out the 
people who are here.  The task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone.  Now, 
listen to me; take my advice …   —Exodus 18:13-19b 

 
This is one of my favorite passages in scripture.  The setting is the Exodus 
from Egypt and Moses is leading the people of Israel through the wilder-
ness.  Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, is not a Jew, he is a Midianite; but since 
he doesn’t live too far away he stops by for a visit.  Jethro sees what life is 
like for Moses, and he offers some advice.  Three thoughts about the pas-
sage: 
 
First:  Jethro was not a Jew.  That’s important, because it reminds us that 
people who are outside of our faith community or perhaps have no faith, are 
people of sacred worth and are worth listening to.  Jethro almost certainly 
worshipped other gods.  And although he acknowledged Moses’ God as the 
most powerful, so far as we know he did not give up worshipping the ones 
he knew.  Nevertheless, he was a good person, worthy of respect, and a 
good friend.  And Moses loved and respected Jethro, just as he was.  We 
need to do the same in our very diverse society. 
 
Second:  Jethro saw what was happening to the people.  “You’re wearing 
these people out,” he said.  Moses hadn’t seen it that way; he was doing the 
things of God!  But seen from the people’s point of view—those who had 
come in the morning and waited in the hot sun ‘til evening for Moses to hear 
them—things looked quite different.  What did they get after their long 
wait?  A wise, generous, patient Moses?  Not likely.  Instead, a frazzled, irri-
tated, tired Moses, who maybe gave their problem short shrift.  We do no 
one any favors by being so busy that we have no time for them. If we take 
on too many tasks—at home, at work, among friends—it just means that 
none of those tasks will be done well. 
 
Third:  Jethro saw what was happening to Moses. “The task is too heavy for 
you,” he said.  And we thought burn-out was a modern problem!  Jethro did-
n’t know the term, but he recognized the condition.  “Moses—you can’t do 
everything.  Don’t try.  Get some help.  You need it and the people need it.  
You need it to save yourself; they need it to know that they are trusted and 
able to help.  Have the courage to admit that you can’t do it all.  Learn to 
lean on others.”  We need to depend on others; none of us is in this thing 
called life alone. 
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     As spring finally comes, let us pause to reflect:  
  

True worth is in being, not seeming,  

In doing each day that goes by, 

Some little good—not in dreaming 

Of great things to do by and by. 

For whatever men say in their blindness, 

And spite of fancies youth,  

There’s nothing so kindly as kindness, 

And nothing so royal as truth. 

                                            Alice Cary 
 
   Submitted by Jo Swanson           

Our Sympathies to:     
 
 The family of Marge Bush who passed away February 16, 2016.  March is the wife of Al, mother of 

Curt and Jane, sister of Barbara Baesel and sister-in-law of Georgiann Baesel.  A memorial is 
planned in the spring. 

 
 The family of Rollin (Bud) Linderman who passed away February 26, 2016.  Rollin is the husband of 

Leda, father of Todd, and brother of Marci Metz. 
 
 The family of Mary Bittenger who passed away on March 16, 2016.  Services were held at the 

church on March 21, 2016. 
 
 Paige Heidrich and her family upon the passing of her father, John Heinrich. 
 
 The family of Don Metzger who passed away March 28, 2016.  Services were held on March 30, 

2016. 

 
Words of Thank You! 

 
On behalf of the Evans, Morris and Thornburg families, we all want to thank those involved for helping us 

through the difficult time.  To Skip, Irene and Vivien who took care of me and guided me through the process 

of preparing a memorial service.  To Jim Cobler for setting up the rooms.  To Bobbie DiNicola, Betsy Meikle 

and Barbara Schwartz for coordinating the set up.  To JoAnn Boggs and the Chancel choir for baking cookies 

and working in the kitchen.  To other church members who baked.  To Dar Marlink who shopped for every-

thing we needed, created the centerpieces, helped with all the set up, clean up and tear down afterwards.  To 

all the church members who have offered prayers, caring hugs, healing cards and kind words.  The memorial 

service attendance was overwhelming, humbling and greatly appreciated. When they say “it takes a village”, 

we understand now the true meaning of the phrase. I feel blest more than ever to be a part of this church 

family.  God is Good.  Thank you. 

           Barbara Evans 

Church Family Prayer Concerns 
 

Bruce Akins 
Florence Baker 
Esther Berger 
Polly Berger 
Fran Bobo 
Lenora Cool 
Diane Corey 
Bob & Donna Dial 
Linda Donahue 
Cleda Fletcher 
Laurie Garvin 
Bob & Helen Graham 
Karen Grant 
Betty Green 
Carol Isgro 

Marilyn Jelinek 
Clint Lunt 
Margaret McCready 
Bernice McHenry 
Don Metzger 
Don Moody 
Roger Mook 
Edith Nealy 
Tom Oakley 
Beth Reams 
Lou Russell 
Jeanette Sheneman 
Sarah Ulmer 
Eva Williamson 
 



THE CALLER 

Page 3 

            
 
 

Homebuilders Sunday School Class    
          All are welcome              10:00 a.m.in the Parlor 
 
 

The Homebuilders Class encourages Christian fellowship.  Membership is extended to all age levels. Class 
participation shall furnish an opportunity to be mutually helpful in mental, spiritual and social life.   
 
 April 3   -   To Be Announced 
 April 10 -   Faith and Film: Star Wars, Joe Tarantowski 
 April 17 -   Faith and Film: Superheroes, Joe Tarantowski 
 April 24  - The Habitat Project, Bobbie Di Nicola 

 

 
Check out the five new books in our 2016 UMW reading program:  
 

1. I am Malala 
2. The White Umbrella 
3. Key United Methodist Beliefs 
4. Dreamers: An Immigrant Generation 
5. Uprising: A new Age is Dawning for Every Mother’s Daughter 

 
    "The White Umbrella: Walking with Survivors of Sex Trafficking" is on the 2016 UMW reading list in the cat-
egory of social action. The author, Mary Francis Bowley, has started a nonprofit organization called  
Wellspring Living in Atlanta which "serves as a recovery home for adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse." 
She and the other counselors and volunteers who are working here tell the tragic stories of the girls and  
women whom they serve. Mary chose the symbol of a white umbrella to represent the idea of protection for 
these girls and the idea that they are walking side by side to help these girls through "the storm" of recovery. 
This book will help readers understand the trauma that these women have suffered, as well as the long,  
complex process of healing. 
                            Submitted by Betsy Meikle 

Sunday April 3 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 12 

New Topic: Hiroshima, the novella by Lawrence Yep. 
 
One of the most devastating events in history was the dropping of the Atomic bomb on the  
city of Hiroshima.  This story takes a look at the destruction and aftermath of that  
incident as seen through the eyes of young girl as the main character. The novella is  
emotional, compelling and educational.  We will discuss how the event in our past has guided our stance and 
faith on nuclear weapons.  
 
Books are available for reading in room 12. 
 
      
      Submitted and led by Deaconess Karen Caldwell 

 
Read and Grow Discussion Group 
 
Monday, April 11th from 6:45 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the parlor. 
  
Book Title is:  “Never Fall Down” by Patricia McCormick 
  Based on the true story of Cambodian genocide of 1975-1979.  
  The story is authentically told by the advocate Arn Chorn-Pond  
  from his point of view as a young boy.           
 
For more information, call Janet Mallarnee, 440-235-7331 or Jan Harlamert 440-243-7126  

tel:440%20235-7331
tel:440%20243-7126
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FIRST FRIDAY NOON CONCERTS 
 
 

 
Our Friday Noon concerts are continuing with two musical 
programs:  
 
 
April 1 – Duo Organists- Barbara MacGregor and Timothy  
              Robson,  plus piano duos on favorite songs for  
              April 1 with jazz pianist, Ralph Turek 
 

May 6 – Hispanic Music for Guitar Quartet.   
 
 
 
A light lunch will  be served from 12:30 to 1:30 PM. Those who 

follow a special diet are welcome to bring their own lunch and 

join us for coffee and fellowship.  The concert and lunch are 

free; donations are appreciated to support this series.   

Friends, family and guests are most welcome.    

 
 

Join us on Sunday, April 17 at the  
11:15 a.m. Bach Worship Service. 

 
 
 

Guest Choir: Baldwin Wallace Treble Choir  
Jordan Saul, Director  

Barbara MacGregor, Organ & Harpischord 

 

Summer Sabbath: July 19, 20, and 21 
 
We welcome summer as a time of creativity and renewal for our whole spirit. We have been making plans  
knowing that you will be partnering with us in the quiet moments of summer.  The blessings of the Sabbath 
will soothe our souls and remain as a good summer memory.  
 
Please save the dates July, 19, 20, & 21 for evenings of food, fellowship, and wonderful classes, as well as a  
surprise for the closing night. 
      
      Sponsored by Adult Council 

 

The next University Circle United Methodist Church &  
The United Methodist Church of Berea  

Neighborhood Luncheon is April 24, 2016.  
 

If you are able to help, the sign-up sheet in the hallway near 
the drinking fountain. 

Ushers for Sunday Services 
 
We have a need for additional ushers at our Sunday services.  If you 
would like to assist with ushering (full time or part time), please contact 
Brad Elles at  440-826-4140.   
 
Ushering is a very enjoyable role and a great way to meet our             
congregation!   
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Position open:  
Choir Director  

 
 

 
The United Methodist Church of Berea is accepting applications for the part-time position of Choir Director,  
to begin employment June 2016.  
 
Duties:  
 Lead UMCB’s Chancel Choir in one weekly rehearsal, weekly Sunday morning worship services with one 

Sunday off per month (September–May), special worship services on Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, or 
Maundy Thursday, and one worship service per month during the summer (June– August).  

 Lead UMCB’s Hand-bell Choir in one weekly rehearsal and one Sunday morning worship service per 
month (September–May), as well as a Christmas hand-bell concert in mid-December.  

 Plan music for both ensembles in a timely fashion and in accordance with the church calendar and/or the 
Pastor’s preaching.  

 Attend Music Staff Committee meetings and offer input to the larger-scale planning of music at UMCB.  
 Administrate and supervise the Chancel Choir’s four Choral Scholar positions.  
 
Qualifications:  
 B.M. or B.M.E. — either earned or currently enrolled.  
 Strong skills in the areas of voice and vocal pedagogy, music theory, and possibly keyboard playing.  
 Strong interpersonal and communication skills and the ability to collaborate with the Pastor and the         

Organist in musical direction and planning.  
 Strong leadership skills and the ability to engage and effectively teach people of varying ages and          

skill levels.   
 Ability to create a positive and loving community within musical ensembles.  
 
Employment Information  
 Employment to begin summer 2016 for the Chancel Choir’s once-monthly worship services during      

summer schedule. Regular rehearsals and worship services to resume in September.  
 Entry-level salary; commensurate (to an extent) with qualifications.  
 
Applicants should submit the following to ebarner@umcb.org:  
 Cover letter  
 Résumé/Vita  
 List of references  
 Availability on Thursday evenings 7:00–8:30 over the coming weeks for the possibility of leading a   

Chancel Choir rehearsal for roughly twenty minutes.  

 

Thanks for making March 13, 2016 Multiple Sclerosis 

Awareness Sunday. Donations to help create a world 

free of Multiple Sclerosis can be sent to: 
 

Ohio Buckeye Chapter, M.S. Society 

6155 Rockside Road, Suite 202  

Independence, OH 44131 
     

     Laurie Garvin  

 
 

Words of Thank You! 
 

 It was truly a blessing to have received many cards 

and words of encouragement after my fall.  Thank 

you all for your well wishes.   I’m especially grateful 

to Pastor Skip and Bruce Forester for their visits 

while I was hospitalized.      

     Don Moody 



 
Thursday, April 14 

9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Friday, April 15 
9 a.m. - 12 Noon 

Pre-Sale Event on April 13, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Admission Fee is $5.00 

Please remember to save your items for the Spring 
Garage Sale.  We will start accepting your donations 
on April 10th.  
If you are interest in volunteering for the sale contact 
Laura Sperry at 440-891-8607. 

  (All are welcome to volunteer.)  

 
 
UMW PLANTS SALE               
 
Order Forms are included in this copy of the Caller.  
Orders are due by April 27th. 
  
 Delivery Dates & Times  
 (Pick up in Fellowship Hall) 
 Thursday May 7, Noon - 7 p.m. 
 Friday May 8, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m 
 Saturday May 9, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m 
 Sunday May 10, 9 a.m. - 1p.m 
 
Extra plants will be sold on Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Christopher and Sarah’s baby is on the way, 

Let’s celebrate before the big day! 
You’re invited to a Baby Shower! 

 
 
 
 
 

    Saturday, May 21 
           1-4 p.m. 
     Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
RSVP by April 23 to Sharon Johnson: 
thenextchrisdave@gmail.com or (440)973-4139 

Baby CW is registered at Target and BuyBuyBaby. 

For more information and permission slips, 
please see the Youth Bulletin Board located by the 

April 
 

Sunday 4/3, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
 Sunday FUN Day  
 in the Youth Room 
 
Sunday, 4/10,  11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
 Cleveland Work Mission Meeting 
 in the Youth Room 
 
Friday, 4/15, 10 p.m. to Saturday, 4/16, 5 a.m. 
 Sports All Nighter 
 At the Strongsville Rec 
 $10 
 
Friday, 4/22, 7 p.m. to Sunday, 4/24 
 Confirmation Retreat 
 Camp Ashbury 
 $60 

Upcoming SCAN food collection Sundays are:  
 

April 3, May 1, June 5, July 10 (due to 4th of July holiday) and August 7.   
 
   These months include many days off of school when children have to get their own meals while their      
parents work.   Therefore a few additions have been made to the SCAN request list for spring and summer. 
  
 

 “Easy open” foods that do not require use of can opener or stove,                                   
       e.g. individual microwave mac and cheese 

 Flip top cans of ravioli or spaghettios 
 Four packs of individual pudding cups or fruit cups 
 Graham crackers 
 Tuna fish 
 Canned beets, carrots, potatoes 
 Canned pears or mixed fruits 
 Paper products (Kleenex, napkins, paper towels, toilet paper) 
 Soap products (bath soap, bar soap, hand soap, detergent) 

  
All donations are greatly appreciated but they must be non-perishable, unexpired, and unopened. 
Thank you to all who help make this mission project successful. 

mailto:thenextchrisdave@gmail.com
tel:%28440%29973-4139
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 New Habitat Apostles Build Project  
 
Our goal again this year for the Apostles Build Project is $4,000. You have been so 
faithful to the 2015 Project. Thank you.  We ask for your continued faithfulness for 
2016 with donations, participating in fund raisers and volunteering. Please check the 
gauge in the Narthex to see our progress... Won't you help the needle rise and meet 
our goal? 
 
Also, please plan to visit the following restaurants on the listed dates listed below: 
April 7, All Day:  Bob Evans  
May 1, 11a.m.—11p.m.:  Max & Erma's  
 

 Here are some important facts about the effects on these new homeowners and their families:  Home owner-
ship makes stake holders in the community, helps build financial security, and has profound impacts on  
the family. It has a positive impact on parenting, health, and education outcomes for children. Children have 
higher math and reading achievement scores and have less behavioral problems. There is greater cognitive 
and emotional support for children who reside in their own home. Additionally, home ownership has a positive 
effect on children remaining in school. 
 
We are already being asked by our members how they can help with the 2016 Apostles Build project by mak-
ing lunches or signing up to be part of the work team. The idea of going out into the community to serve  
others, in the way that Jesus’ apostles served, has attracted many churches all over the world.  We can share 
God’s love by our commitment to this project. We are waiting to hear where our next house renovation project 
is located and will share as soon as we have that information. 
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Stop in the Gathering Place to see the New Art Display  

 
Suki Warden is a native Clevelander and resident of Berea for over 40 years.  
She received her B.S. from Baldwin Wallace and worked as the Lead  
Physician Assistant in Surgery until her retirement in 2011.  Since that time, she 
has been actively creating and showing her work.  As an avid gardener, traveler, 
and explorer of nature, her work is often done in earthen colors and decorated 
with sculpted forms of plants, animals, and insects.  All of her  
pieces are made from earthenware clays, wheel thrown, and finished with  
non-toxic, food-safe glazes.  They are both functional and decorative. 

 
Artist Statement:  
  Working in clay is much like gardening, with the feel of earth in your hands.  Pottery keeps me grounded (no 
pun intended).  I feel the same excitement of watching a form take shape as I do watching a seedling grow.  
My attempt to incorporate as much diversity into my work as possible in my garden has resulted in a range of 
brightly colored pieces and whimsical subjects to more traditional, functional ware.  My greatest pleasure 
comes from making lidded containers and meeting the people who would like to house their “special treas-
ures” within them.   
  The opportunity to express myself in clay is an ongoing and rewarding experience.  The many artists I have 
met along the way have helped me to find a new means of expression in form, color, and texture.  This 
“garden” has no limits.   
  Profits from my pottery sold at United Methodist Church of Berea will be donated to NANZE, a non-profit 
grassroots initiative in education, water, and the reduction of poverty for the children in Malawi. 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share my work with you! 
                  
        Suki Warden 

 
Hello,  
  I’m UMCB’s new Office Manager. I am excited to join 
your church’s support staff and have already been made 
to feel very welcome.   
 
Here are a few fun facts about me as an introduction: 
 
 I’ve lived in Ohio my entire life.  I’ve lived in Northwest, 

Central, and Northeast Ohio but never in Southeast 
Ohio. 

 I hold a Bachelor’s Degree from Hiram College in  
Psychobiology with a focus in animal behavior.   

 Four of the six members of my immediate family hold 
Masters degrees from Trinity Lutheran Seminary. 

 As you might have guessed, I am Lutheran. I currently 
attend the church where my father is pastor.  One of 
my greatest joys is to serve communion with him. 

 My husband, Craig, and I reside in Parma with our two 
dogs (Orrie & Tova) and one cat (Ella).   

 I love to knit, crochet, bake, and garden in my free 
time. 

 
If we haven’t already met, please stop in and introduce 
yourself when you have the opportunity.  I look forward 
getting to know you. To those I have met, thank you again 
for the warm welcome.   
    Peace be with you. 
        Beth Barner 

Walk. Give. Change the World. 

 
Crop Walk and Fun Run 

April 30, 2016, 9a.m.-1p.m. 
Coe Lake Gazebo, Berea, OH 

 

Registration forms can be printed from 
www.umcb.org or call the church office. On site 
registration will be taken at 8AM on the day of the 
event. 
 

crophungerwalk.org 
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March’s Loose Coin Offering for  
Habitat for Humanity totaled $59.76. 

 
April 10 is loose coin Sunday.  

The offering collected will go directly to:  
Crop Walk     

     

Remember: 
SCAN Collection is 
the first Sunday of 
each Month. 


